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Dyslexia Task Force Recommendations 

Screen for Reading Difficulties in K-3+

Develop an effective multi-tiered system of supports 
(MTSS)

Use evidence based, structured literacy reading 
instruction

Recognize and address the needs of students with 
dyslexia

Transform pre-service & in-service teacher preparation in 
reading

Dyslexia Pilot Program

Dyslexia Handbook

7 Recommendations

4 included in Ready 
to Read

https://msa.maryland.gov/megafile/msa/speccol/sc5300/sc5339/000113/021600/021654/20170046e.pdf


Why Reading Screening?

PREVENT READING FAILURE

CREATE EARLY WARNING SYSTEM

ADDRESS EQUITY & OPPORTUNITY 
GAPS



Vellutino, F. R., Scanlon, D. M., Sipay, E. R., Small, 
S. G., Chen, R., Pratt, A., & Denckla, M. B. (1996).



“In 4th grade, students need 2 hours of 

instructional time to make the same gains as 

made in 30 minutes of instructional time in 

Kindergarten.” 

(Torgeson, 2004, 2007)



33 States Enacted Dyslexia 
Screening Laws (2019)

Sources: Decoding 
Dyslexia State 
Leaders, National 
Center on Improving 
Literacy



Ready to Read Act
Screen, Intervene
Early. Early. Early.

Effective 2020-2021 School Year

Photo by 2Photo Pots on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@2photopots%3Futm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/grow-a-reader%3Futm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Every Maryland 
Kindergarten student 
shall be screened to 

determine which students 
may be “at risk” for 

reading difficulties.

Assess
• pre-and-early literacy 

skills predictive of 
future reading ability 
for K students

Maryland Ready to Read Act

SCREEN



SCREEN

Maryland Ready to Read Act

Valid

Reliable

Brief

Norm/Criterion 
Based Scores

Developmentally 
Appropriate

Screener Requirements



SCREEN

Maryland Ready 
to Read Act

Phonological 
Awareness

Phonemic 
Awareness

Processing 
(Rapid 

Automatic 
Naming)

Screen for Predictive Characteristics



Frequency
§ Is set by each local school 

board
§ Best practice is for a student 

to be screened 2-3 times a 
school year

Who May Administer a Screening 
Instrument: 

§ Classroom teacher
§ Special Education teacher
§ A reading Specialist/Interventionist
§ A Speech-Language Pathologist
§ A School Psychologist
§ Any other educator trained in the 

screening instrument and protocols

Maryland Ready to Read Act

SCREEN



Students considered 
“at risk” will require:
• Parent Notification

• Intervention targeting 
students’ area(s) of need

Maryland Ready to Read Act

INTERVENE



Supplemental Reading Instruction MUST BE:
§ Evidence-based;
§ Sequential; 
§ Systematic;
§ Explicit; and 
§ Cumulative instruction to mastery of 

foundational reading skills

Foundational reading skills are 
defined as:

§ Phonological or phonemic 
awareness and processing; 

§ Phonics; and
§ Vocabulary 
That support development of 
§ Decoding
§ Spelling
§ Fluency and
§ Reading Comprehension 

skills to meet grade level 
curriculum

Maryland Ready to Read Act

INTERVENE



Local School System Requirements

During K registration, A description of the screening and intervention process

If student is at risk:

Screening & other 
assessment results; 
and
Description of the 
supplemental 
reading instruction to 
be provided.

Website will provide:

List of reading 
screening instruments 
used by LSS
Checklist of early 
warning signs of 
reading difficulty and 
dyslexia by age

Maryland Ready to Read Act



Local School System
Requirements

Number of students in each grade 
level

Number of students screened at 
each grade level 

Number of students identified as “at 
risk” in each grade level

Number of at risk students receiving 
supplemental reading instruction

Maryland Ready to Read Act

All data must be 
disaggregated by school 
district and available on the 
MSDE public website and 
updated annually (p. 8)

On or before October 1 annually, local districts 
REPORT:



MSDE in 
consultation with 
parents, teachers 

and other 
interested parties, 

shall develop & 
update:

Resources for 
use by local 
systems and 

post them on the 
department’s 

website.

Maryland Ready to Read Act

MSDE 
Requirements

On or before June 1, 2020 and 
once every 4 years (p. 8-9):



administration and interpretation of screenings, informal diagnostic 
assessments, progress monitoring instruments and student data;

interpreting screenings and assessments for parents;

best practices for designing and implementing supplemental 
reading instruction; and

the elements, principles and best practices of supplemental 
reading instruction.

Maryland Ready to Read Act

MSDE Requirement

MSDE shall provide 
training opportunities 
annually for individuals 
who conduct screenings 
and for school 
administrators.  

TRAINING may include



Maryland Ready to Read Act

The 2019 “Kirwan” legislation (SB 
1030) allocated $23 million each year 
for two years, to be divided among the 
school systems to use for supplemental 
instruction & screening.

FUNDING

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx%3Fpid=billpage&tab=subject3&id=sb1030&stab=01&ys=2019RS


Implementation “Look For’s” 

Educator 
Knowledge 

must align to 
the Cognitive 

Science of 
Reading

Screen PA & 
RAN, the most 

predictive 
indicators of 

Future 
Reading Ability 
for K students

Core & 
Supplemental 

Instruction 
must be 

aligned & 
correspond to 
the Science of 

Reading

Administrators, 
Principals & 
Educators 
must be 

empowered to 
use Data to 

Drive 
Instruction & 
Intervention

Explore Family 
History of 
Reading 
Difficulty

Using Universal Screening Data to Develop Specially Designed Instruction for Students with Dyslexia



Transformational Not Additive

Using Universal Screening Data to Develop Specially Designed Instruction for Students with Dyslexia

Delivering on the Promise of Literacy for All, Through Teacher Knowledge, Data and Leadership, Presented by 
ahanlin@newmadridco.k12.mo.us at The Reading League Conference, 2019.

http://newmadridco.k12.mo.us


Transform Instructional Practices 

If more than 10-15% of students 
need supplemental instruction, 
critically review the core 
curriculum and the professional 
learning provided to educators 
who teach early literacy.



Misperceptions

1.  Most students who struggle to read will “outgrow” reading difficulties.

2.  Signs of dyslexia can be seen only after two to three years of reading instruction. 

3.  Reading screening means more students will end up in special education.

4.  There is no time for additional testing.

5.  Screening is too costly; we can only afford to address the lowest 20%.

6.  English Learners cannot be screened for risks of reading difficulties.

7.  The KRA is a reading screener (It is not; See Task Force Report, 2016)

Reading Rockets, Interview Dr. Nadine Gaab, Research Studies

https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/experts/nadine-gaab
https://neurotree.org/beta/publications.php%3Fpid=7971


Research & Resources

A Conversation with Emily Hanford on Reading Instruction in the U.S.

Phonological & Phonemic Awareness, Reading Rockets, Dr. David Kilpatrick, Equipped for Reading Success

Evidence Based Reading Instruction for Grades K-5, H. Lane, CEEDAR

National Center on Improving Literacy, Screening for Dyslexia White Paper & Infographics

National Early Literacy Panel Report (NELP)

Dr. Nadine Gaab, Boston Children's Hospital: Reading Screening Measures Compendium & Screen & Intervene Website

Maryland Comprehensive Literacy Plan, MD’s Response to Intervention Framework & Dyslexia Task Force Recommendations

https://www.apmreports.org/story/2019/10/23/hanfordandreading%3Ffbclid=IwAR1_NIQe0m8ljU7gNbkZ9g8nMbu2YZLXJ0GutlVanzQvJdUVe0nVKwnIQHo
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/phonemic-awareness-assessment
https://www.cec.sped.org/~/media/Files/Professional%2520Development/Webinars/Handouts/Excerpts%2520from%2520Equipped%2520for%2520Reading%2520Success.pdf
http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/IC-12_FINAL_12-15-14.pdf
http://www.improvingliteracy.org/
https://improvingliteracy.org/whitepaper/screening-dyslexia
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/NELPSummary.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16m40o49LZ_9wZI9VPAxhHFlATvhSM1mm-0oGr48jFfo/edit
https://www.screenandintervene.com/
http://marylandpublicschools.org/about/Documents/DCAA/ProfessionalLearning/MSDEKEYS.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED502201.pdf
https://msa.maryland.gov/megafile/msa/speccol/sc5300/sc5339/000113/021600/021654/20170046e.pdf


Research & Resources

Implementation Science, Dr. Michelle Duda

Promising Screeners for Early Literacy: Harvard Gaab, Boston Children’s Hospital and How to Select a Screening Tool, National Center 
on Improving Literacy 

How RTI Supports Early Identification of Students with Different Reading Profiles

Foundational Skills to Support Reading for Understanding in K-3, Educator’s Practice Guide (IES)

Structured Literacy & Typical Literacy Practices, Louise Spear-Swerling, CEC Journal

The Selection & Use of Screening & Progress Monitoring Tools in Data Based Decision Making within an MTSS Framework

https://www.behaviorhappens.com/michelleduda/
https://accelerator.childrenshospital.org/portfolio/early-literacy-screening-app/
https://improvingliteracy.org/ask-an-expert/how-do-we-select-effective-screening-tool
https://mydigitalpublication.com/publication/%3Fi=425075&article_id=2836416&view=articleBrowser&ver=html5
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/wwc_foundationalreading_040717.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QhNtNJeT8pgZxq1dMgZERBR5xqjlvz1_/view%3Fts=5c3d31fd&fbclid=IwAR3lRdHSf0jGafEjhBwWgSssSPorjUF3YL2mExYs_I8Nwejapqh47RODCe8
https://mydigitalpublication.com/publication/%3Fi=425075&article_id=2836414&view=articleBrowser&ver=html5


Laura Schultz
Decoding Dyslexia Maryland

State Leader
www.decodingdyslexiamd.org

DecodingDyslexiaMD@gmail.com

http://www.decodingdyslexiamd.org/

